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6.6 Area 6: Duke Street 
 
 
The Duke Street area lies to the south of the city centre.  It comprises 
the south west part of the Duke Street Conservation Area together 
with the Bluecoat Chambers on School Lane and two warehouses on 
College Lane.   
 
Bluecoat Chambers, begun in 1716, is the oldest surviving building in 
central Liverpool and was built by a sea captain as a residential 
charity school for poor children. The growth of the Duke Street area 
commenced following the opening in 1715 of the Old Dock or Steers 
Dock, which was located within the original pool, and allowed secure 
moorings and access from the river Mersey. This led to a demand for 
premises near the new dock and its customs house.  The Duke 
Street area, on rising ground close to the dock, was developed in a 
speculative building boom in middle years of the eighteenth century 
following the typical pattern of Georgian estate development with long 
straight streets lined with houses built singly or in groups.  Hanover 
Street was built up first, followed by Duke Street and Bold Street. 
Port-related activities, like the roperies, occupying the site of what is 
now Bold Street, continued alongside newly-built houses for 
merchants. 
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By 1785 the area had been substantially laid out on the existing 
street pattern, with a hierarchy of development which is still apparent.  
The broadest streets contained merchants’ houses and shops and 
the interconnecting and narrower streets to the rear contained 
warehouses and poorer housing. The houses varied in scale and 
importance from grand town houses like the Parr residence on 
Colquitt Street to more modest terrace houses like those at 15-25 
Duke Street.  Some of the houses were arranged round small 
squares or gardens like Wolstenholme Square and Cleveland 
Square.  
 
Originally the goods brought into the dock were stored in merchants’ 
houses, but as trade grew private warehouses were constructed 
adjacent to the houses fronting the principal streets.  Because of the 
intense demand for land the warehouses were built on long thin plots 
often running the whole depth of a street block, with narrow street 
frontages and three or four storeys above a basement. 
 
In the early decades of the nineteenth century, as the warehousing 
and industrial uses of the area grew, the merchants moved away to 
more salubrious suburbs like those higher up the hill in the Canning 
Street area.  Some of the former residential properties were adapted 
to other uses with ground floors converted to shops.  The area also 
saw an increase in the number of labourers attracted to the port and 
its trades and the accommodation for this group was provided in 
much poorer back-to-back housing such as Duke’s Terrace and 
housing courts.   
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Within the Duke Street area a number of key buildings still remain 
from all phases of development that help to define its history and 
character. The original street hierarchy is also well-preserved, with 
the better houses and warehouses on Duke Street and smaller 
warehouse in the back streets. Some refurbishment has been carried 
out and in general the new buildings have been designed in 
sympathy with the old respecting the prevailing scale and the street 
pattern.  The creation of Campbell Square towards the western end 
of the area has successfully provided a new urban space.  
 
At the same time, the evidence of past vicissitudes is plain to see 
across the whole area and there are many empty and derelict 
buildings of historic value and many gap-sites.  The modern 
character of the area is evolving rapidly. A considerable amount of 
redevelopment is taking place, gap-sites are being filled and some 
derelict buildings restored. 
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